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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- E^nTnsofHme may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be fmer, filed 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

I) ^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 26 March 2003 . 
2a)M This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal I matters Prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1-14 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) I3 Claim(s) 1^14 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0M The drawing(s) filed on 18 June 2001 is/are: a® accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

II) D The proposed drawing correction filed on 

"If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1 3) EI Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)HAII b)D Some*c)D None of. 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

,) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview f^V^^Pjf^ ' 

2) □ Notice of Draflsperson-s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Not,ce of Informal Patent Apphcat,on (PTO-152) 

3) Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) 5 . 6) U Other. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

General Status 

1. Amendment B filed on March 26, 2003 in paper number 8 is acknowledged. Claims 1-13 
and newly added claim 14 are pending and are being examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 1 03 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 6, 8, 11, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being obvious over U.S. 
Patent Number 4,961,049 to Ghislanzoni. 

Referring to claims 1 and 6, Ghislanzoni discloses an apparatus, including a transformer, 
which is suitable for providing a signal. The apparatus further carries an electrical current, which 
may be A.C. and/or D.C, the apparatus comprises: 

(1) A primary conductive winding, which conveys the current. (Abstract) 

(2) A secondary conductive winding with a resistor, which forms an attenuation circuit, 
(figure 7) 

(3) Coupling between the primary and secondary conductive windings. (Fig. 7) 
Ghislanzoni discloses the claimed structure except for stating its use in a remote feeder 

reactance coil. Because the main structure of the systems between Ghislanzoni and that of the 
applicant are alike, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
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invention was made, that the winding structure may have been utilized in several electric devices in 
order to provide the same function of transferring energy. 

Referring to claim 8, Ghislanzoni, illustrates in figures 1 and 7 that a resistor along with 
summing device is used for connecting the terminals for the secondary winding. 

Referring to claim 11, Ghislanzoni illustrates in figures 1 and 7 that the primary winding is 

spirally wound onto a core. 

Referring to claim 13, Ghislanzoni discloses a system, which provides electrical signals. 
Amplifiers together with the resistors are connected across the terminals of the secondary winding. 

4. Claims 2-4, 5 7, 9, 10, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent Number 4,961,049 to Ghislanzoni in view of U.S. Patent Number 4,806,834 to Koenig. 

Ghislanzoni discloses the claimed invention except for the characteristics of the windings. 

Koenig discloses an electrical circuit for carrying current comprising: 

(1) (Referring to claims 2, 5, 7, and 14), Primary and secondary windings made of electrically 
conductive wire with resistance, wound about a common axis. (Figures 1 and 4) 

(2) (Referring to claims 3 and 4), The turns of the secondary winding being located between 
the turns of the primary winding. (Figure 4) 

(3) (Referring to claim 9), A tap (a terminal) connects the secondary winding to the primary 

winding. (Column 3, Lines 37-39) 

(4) (Referring to claim 10), An insulating sheath (not shown) is disposed between the 
primary and secondary windings. (Column 4, lines 19-23) 

One skilled in the art, at the time the invention was made, would have found it obvious to 
combine the teachings of Ghislanzoni with the teachings of Koenig to provide a connection 
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between the primary and secondary winding in order to transfer current. Furthermore, the 
incorporation of insulation on one of the windings or between them would protect the windings 
from one another. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-13 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

6. In response to applicant's arguments, the recitation "...for supplying energy to, or 
withdrawing energy from, signal transmission lines," has not been given patentable weight because 
the recitation occurs in the preamble. A preamble is generally not accorded any patentable weight 
where it merely recites the purpose of a process or the intended use of a structure, and where the 
body of the claim does not depend on the preamble for completeness but, instead, the process steps 
or structural limitations are able to stand alone. See In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 USPQ 15 (CCPA 
1976)"and K^ v.'Kobie, 187F:2d 150, 152, 88 USPQ 478;481 (CGPA 1951),- - 

7. Further arguments are addressed below: 

■ The objections to the specification are withdrawn. 

■ The objections to the drawings are withdrawn. 

■ The rejections under 35 U.S.C 112, second paragraph, are withdrawn. 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the 
mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Jennifer A. Poker whose telephone number is 703-305-4037. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30, Mon.-Fri. (alternating Fridays off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Elvin G. Enad can-be reached-on 703-308-7619. - The- fax phone numbers for the organization— 
where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-7722 for regular communications and 
703-308-7724 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-1782. 
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June 13, 2003 



